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Genus Coenyra Hewitson, 1865 
Shadeflies 

 
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 281 (281-294). 
Type-species: Yphthima [sic?] hebe Trimen, by monotypy. 
 
The genus Coenyra belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily Satyrinae 
Boisduval, 1833; Tribe Satyrini Boisduval, 1833; Subtribe Ypthimina, Reuter, 1896. The other 
genera in the Subtribe Ypthimina in the Afrotropical Region are Ypthima, Ypthimomorpha, 
Mashuna, Mashunoides, Strabena, Neocoenyra, Coenyropsis, Physcaeneura, Neita, Melampius, 
Cassionympha, Pseudonympha, Paternympha and Stygionympha. 
 
Coenyra (Shadeflies) is an Afrotropical genus containing three species, restricted to southern 
Africa. 

 
 

*Coenyra aurantiaca Aurivillius, [1911]# 
Pondo Shadefly 

 
Coenyra hebe ab. aurantiaca Aurivillius, [1911].  In:  Seitz [1908-25].  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die 

Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 108 (614 pp.).  No locality given. 
Coenyra aurantiaca Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 237 (233-245). 
Coenyra aurantiaca Aurivillius.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Coenyra aurantiaca Aurivillius, 1911.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Coenyra aurantiaca Aurivillius, 1911.  Pringle et al., 1994: 60. 
 
 

                
 
 

Coenyra aurantiaca.  Male (Wingspan 37 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Port St Johns, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  23 March 2008.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
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Coenyra aurantiaca.  Female (Wingspan 38 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Oribi Gorge, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  4 January 2012.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Skaduwee-bruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa.  The type material came from Hogsback in the Eastern Cape Province (Pringle 
et al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 
KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umdoni Park 

(Pringle et al., 1994); near Eshowe (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Eastern Cape Province – Hogsback (Pennington, TL); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East 

London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); 
Alexandria (Pringle et al., 1994); Stutterheim (Pringle et al., 1994); Katberg (Pringle et al., 1994); 
Embotyi (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habitat: Temperate forest. 
Habits: The flight is low down and bobbing.  It is usually encountered flying along paths and tracks in 
forest.  Specimens settle frequently, on leaves or grass blades, close to the ground (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: October to May (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 89. 
 “Egg.  The eggs are laid singly on a blade of grass; they are somewhat variable, about 1.1 mm high, with the 
largest diameter of 0.85 mm and the smallest 0.75 mm, light greyish-white, the colour remaining so until the pink 
stripes of the developing larva become visible.  Egg-state about eleven days.  Larva.  The young larva eats its way out 
near the top, but does not necessarily eat the remainder of the shell.  It is white on hatching, with salmon-pink dorsal, 
subdorsal and lateral stripes; the lower portion of the body is marked with pink.  Later a yellowish stripe develops on 
the spiracular line, leaving a thin white stripe on either side.  Later still, a thin green stripe develops on the white 
portion between dorsal and subdorsal stripes and also on the white stripe below subdorsal and lateral lines.  The colour 
of the larva gradually deepens, changing from head to 7 th segment to pale green, and from 8 th to last segment to 
yellowish, the green merging into yellow between segments 7 and 8; the green stripes change to red from the 8 th 
segment.  The prolegs and underside of the body are yellow.  To moult, the larva lies along the edge of a blade or 
stalk.  The larva feeds at intervals on edge of blade of grass, but hides generally at junction of blade and stalk.  It is 
inconspicuous when on edge of blade.  In the third instar the larva is still whitish above, but is now a pale slate-grey 
with fine salmon streaks below.  The dorsal line is slate colour touched with salmon and edged with white.  Next 
comes a bluish-grey line edged with salmon, followed by a white portion and then a pinkish stripe edged with salmon, 
white separates this line from a lower bluish-slate, salmon edged, line.  White again separates this blue slate line from 
a paler blue slate line edged with salmon, below which there is white to the ventral shading.  On the sixth segment the 

Distribution: South Africa – 
KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape 
Province. 
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first blue line is interrupted on each side by a black patch covering the last three wrinkles.  The head is now dull 
yellow with prominent dark projections, and the final segment has a very pronounced fork.  The setae are very much 
the same as in the former instar, but are a shade darker.  This instar lasts thirteen days and the larva grows to 18 mm.  
In the final instar the general colour is somewhat the same as in the previous instar, except that the colours are much 
more subdued.  The ventral portions, however, are a distinctive yellow-brown intensified under the lateral ridge.  In 
addition to the setae of the former instar there are a number of lesser setae interspersed irregularly over the upper 
portions.  The head is a lighter colour than before, but still has the two projections which are more of a brownish 
colour.  The forked final segment is slightly longer and the black dorsal marks may be augmented by similar, but less 
distinct marks on the 7 th segment.  The spiracles are black and stand out prominently, especially on the 1 st and 11th 
segments where they are much larger.  This instar lasts about twenty-two days, and the larvae grow to 30 or 31 mm.  
The feeding habits throughout the larval instars are fairly regular.  At rest the larva lies hidden, generally head 
downward, near the roots of the grass it feeds on.  It crawls up a blade to feed, and in the early stages feeds on the 
edge, its body taking up the portion eaten, and here it resembles a dried portion of the grass.  Later the larva 
commences at the top of the blade and eats the entire blade including the midrib; its body again resembles a withered 
portion.  After each moult the discarded skin is eaten.  In one batch of larvae I reared, all except one of the larvae 
progressed normally and took four instars before pupating.  The odd one, however, seemed to lag behind the others in 
size and duration of instar, and I thought it was dying.  Instead, it took five instars and finally produced a perfect 
female imago.  In this case the sizes of the instars were (1) 3-6 mm in 10 days; (2) 6-9½ mm in 19 days; (3) 9½ mm-
15 mm in 12 days; (4) 15-20 mm in 11 days; (5) 20-33 mm in 21 days.  The extra instar from 15-20 mm was halfway 
between the normal third and final instars in shape and colour.  When fully fed and ready to pupate, the larva spins a 
mat on a stalk into which it attaches its anal claspers, then hangs head downward.  The pupa is 15.5 mm long, and is 
suspended head down by cremastral hooks only.  It is yellowish with brown markings, and the head has two small 
projections.  The pupal stage is 14-17 days.” 
 
Larval food: 
Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 60; in captivity]. 

 
 

*Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862)# 
Zulu Shadefly 

 
 

       
 

Zulu Shadefly (Coenyra hebe).  Left to right:  female underside, female upperside, male underside. 
Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 
 
Yphthima [sic ?] hebe Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 280 (279-291). 
Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862).  Hewitson, 1865. 
Ypthima hebe Trimen.  Trimen, 1866a. 
Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 
Coenyra hebe Trimen.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862).  Pringle et al., 1994: 60. 
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Coenyra hebe.  Male (Wingspan 34 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Manguzi Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  26 March 2005.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Coenyra hebe.  Female (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Manguzi Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  12 May 2009. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Zoeloeskadu-bruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Port Natal”. 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: Mozambique – south, South Africa (Mpumalanga – east, KwaZulu-Natal – north), 
Swaziland. 
Specific localities: 
Mozambique – Maputo (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Mpumalanga – Kruger National Park (Pringle et al., 1994); Blyde River Nature Reserve (Pringle et al., 

1994); Manoutsa Park, below Abel Erasmus Pass (Williams). 
KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (TL); Umhlanga (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe 

(Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown 

Distribution:  
 
Mozambique – south. 
 
South Africa – Limpopo, Mpumalanga, 
KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
Swaziland. 
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(Swanepoel, 1953); Makatini Flats (Pringle et al., 1994); Eshowe (Pringle et al., 1994); Tembe 
Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Manguzi forest (Williams). 

Habitat: Savanna (coastal bush and thornveld). 
Habits: Flies in grassy spots in the shade of large trees (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: All year but commonest in midsummer (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 2 [as Coenyra hebe]. 
 “The eggs are laid singly on blades of grass and are 0,9 mm in diameter and 1,1 mm high.  They are a watery 
white colour when first laid, developing pinkish-red stripes as the larvae develop.  There are 16-18 longitudinal ribs 
braced by five to eight cross ribs; these break up into an hexagonal and pentagonal netting pattern at the top.  The 
larva eats its way out through the top of the egg and on emergence eats the shell as its first meal.  It crawls to the edge 
of the leaf blade and lying along this begins to feed at short intervals, later taking a little longer.  The larva feeds by 
nibbling a hole and working backwards.  At first it is white with red dorsal and subdorsal stripes and a very broad, red 
lateral stripe.  The lateral stripe is later split in half by a dull, white stripe and the lower portion takes on a brownish-
green tint.  The final segments become yellow-orange, the head is a pale yellow-orange colour.  Larva:  On emergence 
2,0 mm, egg duration nine days.  1st instar 2,0 mm to 5,5 mm in nine days; 2nd instar 5,5 mm to 8,0 mm in 14 days; 3 rd 
instar 8,0 mm to 11,5 mm in 16 days; 4 th instar 11,5 mm to 17,5 mm in 13 days; 5 th instar 17,5 mm to 28,0 mm in 18 
days.  Pupa 15,0 mm hatched after 13 days.  The pupa is attached by the cremaster to a silken pad spun by the larva.” 
 
Larval food: 
(Probably) Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: 60; in captivity]. 

 
 

*Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906# 
Secucuni Shadefly 

 
Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 59 (59-86). 
Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906.  Pringle et al., 1994: 60. 
 
 

                
 
 

Coenyra rufiplaga.  Male (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Strydpoort Mountains, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  20 February 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
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Coenyra rufiplaga.  Female (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Strydpoort Mountains, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  20 February 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common names: Sekoekoenie-skadubruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “top of Buiskop, near Warm Baths, Transvaal”. 
Diagnosis: Distinguished from the other two species of Coenyra by the extensive orange-red scaling 
around the ocelli on the upperside of the forewing and by the thinner red bars on the underside (Pringle et 
al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).  Restricted to the Waterberg and Strydpoort Mountains. 
Specific localities: 
Limpopo Province – Buiskop, Warmbaths district (TL); Warmbaths – Boschkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Waterval (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Cave (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort Mountains 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Warmberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Malipsdrift (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Smitsdrift (Swanepoel, 1953); Percy Fyfe Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990); 
Strydpoort Mountains (Pringle et al., 1994); Wolkberg (Pringle et al., 1994); Kranzberg 
(Waterberg Range) (Swanepoel); Bateleur Nature Reserve (Chris Willis); Soetdoring Farm [-
24.561 28.233] (A. Mayer, pers comm. 2015); Ohrigstad (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Savanna woodland.  Prefers densely wooded areas at the base of hills (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Habits: Flies slowly among the grass in the shade of trees.  Frequently settles on vegetation or on the 
ground (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: October to mid-March (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 

Distribution: South Africa – 
Limpopo Province. 


